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Virgil Warren, PhD

An important item in 1 Timothy 2 is a case of avBeviéw (authented) that Al Wolters
pointed out at the November meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society in Lisle, Illinois. It
appears in Origen’s Commentary on 1 Corinthians, which, I believe, is one of Origen’s as-yet
untranslated works. The full Greek text of the commentary is in Journal of Theological Studies,
X (1909), 29-51. The reference appears in 74:20 of Origen’s Commentary. The text is as follows:

aloypov yap yovorki AaAeiv €v ékkAnoiq, kol 01040Ke O& yuvaiki 00K EMTPEN®

ATADC AAA’ 000E awbevtelv avopos. Kai dAlobev 8¢ TodTo TopacTiom, €1 Kol

EKevo Ao@aAéaTtepoV glpntan mepi TOD W) TV Yovoika nyepdva yivesOor 1@ Aoyw

10D Avopog, etc.

The importance of this comment lies in the fact that av0eviéw is equated simply with “being a
leader of” rather than implying domination or aggressively, assertively exercising leadership and
authority. Mr. Wolters concluded as does Baldwin and Barnett/Harris that Wilshire’s decision for
“domineer, be aggressive” does not hold for the period from the six centuries prior to A.D. 311.
A significant portion of time should be devoted to studying this little problem.
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